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The month in view

Coming upΧΧΧΦΦ

Å Conservation & Sightings
Å Sable darting
Å New vulture chicks
Å Cheetah release
Å Record temperatures
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Unfortunately Askari remains temporarily closed as the South African 
borders are still sealed off due to Covid-19. Hope is in sight however for 
a re-opening on 1st October. 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ Ψ[ƛƪŜΩ ǘƘŜ !ǎƪŀǊƛ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

This month our White-backedvultures have
started to hatch their chicks! N14 was the
first nest of the seasonwhere we spotted a
chick. We are currently monitoring 17 active
vulture nests and, after an approximate56
dayincubation,we are thrilled to seeour first
new addition. Thebabiescanbe veryhard to
spot in these early weeks as they stay low
down in the nest, but ǿŜΩƭƭdefinitely be
lookinga little closerat eachof our sitesfor
the weeksahead.

First vulture chicks of the season

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Sable darting

The Askarian ·September 2020

¸ƻǳΩƭƭrememberour little babysablepatient from last month with the abscess. Dr Rogerswasbackthis
month to seehow the woundwasprogressingandthe team joined to help. It lookedreallygood,it had
drained nicely and the baby is walkingmuch better. The wound was cleanedfurther with iodine and
somemore antibioticswere administered. Shewas then fitted with a stylishnew bandagewhich will
comeoff by itself in the weeksahead.

Alien plant control

Winter is the best time of year to target the alienΨtǊƛŎƪƭȅ
ǇŜŀǊΩplantsthat we find on Pidwa. Thecactusis originally
from South America and ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘeven belong on the
continent of Africa. In some areas however, they are
farmed, and their fruits used as food. Their green colour
stands out well against the brown winter bush making
them easierto find.

Aswith all alienplants,their impacton the localecosystem
leads to an ecologicalimbalance. Aliens often use more
water than indigenousspeciesandcanevendisplacethem
altogether. Theyreducebiodiversityand lead to increased
riskof catastrophiceventssuchasfire.

To control the prickly pears we use a chemical called
MSMA. Theherbicideis injectedsystemically,directly into
the plant and carriedaround by the plants own transport
system. Dependingon the sizeof the plant, resultscanbe
seenwithin a weekor 2. Wespecificallytargetedthe Langa
Langasectionof the reservethroughoutSeptember.
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http:// www.youtube.com/AskariConservation
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ΨLƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭŘ ŘŀȅΩ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƭŜ cheetahs
Followingtheir time in the boma, it was time for male cheetahsΨwƻŎŎƻΩandΨ[ǳŎŀΩfrom ΨwǳƴƴƛƴƎWild
Cheetah/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΩto move to the wild. Their first stop is buffalo campwhere they could encounter
leopardand hyaenasbutŘƻƴΩǘhaveto worry about lionswhile they hone their hunting skills. Theywere
temptedbackinto their crateswith the promiseof food & then madethe short journeyto Buffalocamp.

Uponreleasethey tentativelystartedto explore. Wefollowedfor a shortwhile andleft them around1pm.

Returningat 4pm, we found that they had madetheir way to the damandhad a drink. Within just a few
minutes of us being there, a duiker showed up and Roccoimmediately started to chase. After a few
hundredmetres,the duikerdodgedhim andhereturnedto the damemptyhanded!

Justa few minutes later however, a female nyala came down for a drink. This time Roccoplayed the
waiting gameand sat crouchedand poised,waiting for her to finish. Assoonassheturned her backhe
shot off again and within 10 secondshad caught her up in the Sicklebushthicket. He had a good
strangulationhold on the neck and took another few minutes to finish off the job. We left the boys
feedingon their catch,just 6 hoursafter release.

The next morning, the carcassand the cheetahhad both gone! We found it in a nearbydrainageline
where it lookedlike a leopardhaddraggedit. We set off to find the boysandhavingleft that kill they had
simplygot themselvesa new one,a largenyalamale for breakfast. An impressivesizedkill anda positive
signthat the boysare off to a goodstart. Thereare still plenty more challengesto comebut so far, they
havemadea verypositivebeginningto life in the wild.

http://www.youtube.com/AskariConservation
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wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ΨŦƻƭƭƻǿΩ ǳǎ ƻƴ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘǿŜŜǘǎΦ Cƻƭƭƻǿ 
#Askarivolunteer

Lionsightingsincludedthe femalesandcubsonemorningaswell aspridemaleΨaŀƳōŀƴŀΩon a territorial
patrol. In a further sighting,of which I haveno photos,the wholepride of 11 were togetherandpatrolling
the easternfence line. An unfortunate impala found herselfbetween the lionessesand the fenceand it
took no time at all for them to take advantageof the situation and makea kill. It all happenedso quickly
and right in front of the vehicle. A very lucky sighting for the team but of course the morning I had
forgotten to put the memorycardbackin the camera!
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Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings

Thesecondfemalecheetahon the reserve(other than
Kusala)was also seen this month. Sheeven met the
new cheetahmalesacrossthe fenceof their boma,an
incredibleinteraction to watch! We enjoyeda nice few
sightingsof one of the elephant breedingherds. There
were a further 2 sightingsof brown hyaena as well
throughoutSeptember.

We recorded our highest temperature of the
year, having recorded our lowest just a few
months ago! We actually got as high as 42.5
degrees Celsius before the day was out, a
scorcherof a day! Thatleaves2020with both our
lowest and highest temperaturesever recorded
sinceweather recordsbeganat Askari11 years
ago.


