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The month in view

Coming up………..

• Conservation & Sightings
• Reserve work & Projects
• Kruger park
• Bird nerds
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Our semester abroad team entered the 2nd month of their stay –
covering further modules in the ‘Ecosystem management’ programme 
at Fleming college. 

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Accidental garden visitor

The pygmy kingfisher is a summer visitor to Pidwa.
It can be distinguished from the similar Malachite
kingfisher by the purple patch on the ears; also by
habitat as the malachite is a fish eater found at
water while the pygmy kingfisher eats insects and
uses the bush. Unfortunately that led to this little
one also finding our glass window! Pictured here,
after a few hours recovery in a dark box, it was
ready to head back out to the bush.

A dark box in a quiet, warm place is actually the
best treatment for a bird that has collided with a
glass window. Assuming there are no major
injuries, the bird needs to recover from the shock
which may take between 4 & 6 hours. It is

important not to try and give them any food or water at this time. Stories such as “a drop of whiskey” for
shock are myths and not necessary. They may stress the bird further and no liquid should ever be poured
down a bird’s throat as you risk it ending up in the wrong place.

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Kruger day trip
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The team made the first trip of their stay to the world famous Kruger National Park. After a lecture in
the Letaba elephant museum, we spent the rest of the day in the park. There were birds galore and the
first spotted hyaena sighting for the team too.

Bird nerding
Having reached the end of their first month, it was time for the team to sit their ‘Level 1 Bird Nerd’
exam. The hard work and study paid off with plenty of patches being awarded. Work then continued,
throughout the month, to work towards the next levels, 2 & 3.
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

Reserve projects
Destruction of an old farming fence took place on Langa langa clearing hundreds of metres of wire.
Bundles are rolled and transported to the collection point to be eventually removed from the reserve.

Tree protection was completed on one of the
Knobthorn trees which supports a White-backed
vulture nest.
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Time was spent laying seed on Langa langa as part of the veld reclamation project. This was perfectly
timed with the seasonal rains and took place in areas where our razorback machine has turned the soil
and ripped out bush encroaching species. Alien plant control continued against both ‘Prickly pear’ and
‘Lantana’ and Road maintenance work also continued.
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
During a morning tracking session, female cheetah ‘Tillie’ was found with a wildebeest breakfast! Even
though it was a calf, it was an impressive sized meal that she had caught. We were able to stay with her
and watch as she started feeding.

Other sightings included elephant, the few remaining Tsessebe and these 2 different snake species. A
harmless brown house snake (bottom left) and a mildly venomous (not to humans) red-lipped or Herald
snake (bottom right) – both removed safely from the Askari house.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

