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The month in view
Coming up………..

• Conservation & Sightings
• Reserve work & Projects
• Prescribed burns
• Your 2019 top picks
• Cruising the Olifants 
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Volunteers with us at the end of the year were “Where’s PJ?”. 
Volunteers were from England, France, Germany, South Africa, 
Sweden, The Netherlands and the USA. 

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Thank you to our fantastic Askari staff

As is tradition, before the end of the year, our staff
Christmas party took place this month.

A huge thank you must go to Lindiwe, Thandi and Wellex
for all their efforts at Askari.

We thank the ladies for always working so hard and with
a smile. Also for keeping everything running for us while
we are out in the bush, 12 of us is a lot to look after!

To Wellex for his initiative, commitment and fun –
additionally for joining us with some of the bush sessions
too. Thank you for another fantastic year and we look
forward to 2020 together.

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Prescribed burns
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Fire is a natural and essential part of the Savanna biome. The normal cause is lightning but sometimes
we set the fires ourselves as part of a prescribed burn. We hadn’t been able to do this for many years on
Pidwa due to persisting drought but this year, 2 main areas of the reserve were marked for burning.

Why do we do it?
Burning gets rid of built up and dead
moribund material in the bush. This makes
way for new growth in nutrient rich soils and
allows us to manage our landscape. A build
up can also be dangerous in the event of a
natural fire. A high fuel load assists wild fires
blazing out of control and destroying huge
expanses of land.

How do we do it?
Managed by the ‘Working for fire’ team – fires are
set in blocks. They often start with a “back-burn” –
a small fire which is put out shortly after burning.
The main fire is then started on the opposite side
and the fire races towards the back-burn. Once it
gets there, there is no material left to burn so the
fire naturally dies, preventing the burning of
undesired areas.
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

Cruising the Olifants River
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A new activity for the team this month cruising the Olifants River. This fantastic experience is now
incorporated for each group, where water & season allow, and means a 3 hour boat cruise on ‘Kambaku’.

These Lesser bushbabies are nesting in one of our garden trees. They live in family groups, normally in
the natural hole of a tree or fallen log. They leave their nest at dusk and head out to forage for the night.
They can visit 200 trees on their night time adventures! Being highly territorial, they urinate on their
hands so that they spread their scent as they go and mark their area.

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings

There are plenty of mammals to see along the river’s edge as well as some awesome birds – a lifer for all
was the ‘African swamphen’.
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings continued….
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It was real cheetah few weeks for us just before
Christmas. Pictured below, just a few of our fantastic
sightings. These include ‘Kusala’ and her 2 surviving
youngsters, Tillie in the buffalo camp, male ‘Khinga’
and a female from the southern section of the
reserve.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

Your top picks from 2019

Here’s an overview of your favourite photographic moments from 2019. Pictures represent

• The start-up of our Brown hyaena ‘Project Impisi’ page
• The birth of 4 new cubs to female cheetah ‘Kusala’
• The weird, the wonderful and the rare sightings we enjoyed
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http://www.tripadvisor.com/

