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The month in view
Coming up………..

• Conservation & sightings
• Reserve projects 
• Askari at SAWMA 

conference
• Drought sets in
• Owls are a hoot

Pg 1

Volunteers starting at Askari this month formed “Jerry’s Rockstars”. 
Volunteers were from Australia, Belgium, England, France, South 
Africa & USA

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Big, scary ostrich!

Every month the team take a trip to the
world-famous Kruger National park.
The main purpose is to hear an
educational talk on the complexities of
elephant management at the Letaba
elephant museum. After this however,
we take full advantage and spend the
whole day in the park. With drought
setting in and tensions running high,
no-one wants to share water. This
month, that included this ostrich who
sent a 6 tonne elephant bull running for
the trees with his tail between his legs!

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer
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Amongst a Mopane belt on Langa langa we found lots of old
bottles, metal, wire and farming material. It was a satisfying
afternoon cleaning that up.

Protection for this Marula tree, against
elephant damage, was ramped up as old
vegetation was moved from between the
rock protection layer.

Reserve work & Projects

Fence maintenance is ongoing around the
reserve and number of gates were targeted
for a touch up this month.

And of course we always have time to take
in the views across our beautiful wilderness.
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Road maintenance is an important job and
often coupled with the prevention of loss of
soil. We targeted a site to build ‘gabions’ this
month which are wire cages filled with rocks
used to reduce the flow of water and preserve
vulnerable soils.

There are many different aspects to the work
starting with the collection of rocks. The site
must also be prepared with machinery and
then finished off by hand with pick axes and
spades.

Half the team build the cages

Reserve work & Projects

While others fill them – securing the soil
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
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We had some really great sightings of ‘Spotted eagle-owls’ this month, on 2 separate occasions where we
were able to capture some photos too.

As drought takes it’s toll, unfortunately animals are lost. On Langa , where little graze is available, animals
have bit hit particularly hard. A camera trap we set at one impala carcass showed however, that there are
plenty of other species to benefit from this. Photos of leopard, brown hyaena and civet were captured in
just one night.

Since they have been kicked out of their maternal pride, the 3 young Askari males have been keeping a
low profile. We caught up with them in the southern section of Pidwa this month. Beautiful cheetah
sightings were provided by ‘Songo’ and ‘Sanana’.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

SAWMA conference
Southern African Wildlife Management Association

This month Katie had the great honour of representing Askari and Pidwa at the annual SAWMA
conference. This is a fantastic opportunity for those involved in wildlife research and science to come
together and share information and ideas through presentations. Katie presented on the ground-breaking
brown hyaena translocation that Pidwa carried out.
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A few special birds

The double-banded sandgrouse is not a common species to see on Pidwa so we were very happy with a
sighting of this male with his female near the Askari house. Although not on Pidwa, this Secretary bird was
another stunning and rare find during out trip in the Kruger National Park.

http://www.tripadvisor.com/

