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http://www.askariwcp.comThe month in view
Coming up………..

• Summer arrives
• Reserve work
• Conservation & sightings
• Lifers
• Cheetahs in transit
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Throughout November and into December
“The Finfoot Fanatics” were with us.
Volunteers were from Belgium, England,
The Netherlands, India and Sweden.

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Lifers

A ‘Lifer’ is the word we use to describe a bird that you are seeing for the first time in your life. It’s quite
unusual for that to happen to every single person on the vehicle at the same time yet this month it
happened not just once, but twice! The first was at Lily pan when this very small little kingfisher was
spotted. This is a half-collared kingfisher; this was not only the first time the Askari team had seen it on
Pidwa but for me personally, the last kingfisher I needed to add to my list. In Kruger we came across these
‘Red-headed finches’ (pictured right). This was especially exciting as they were just outside their natural
range. Bird distribution maps are established based on hundreds and thousands of sightings of birds across
their range. Distributions are split into zones and there has only ever been ONE sighting of this species in
this particular zone…back in 2009! We reported this sighting to the relevant bird programme to assist with
keeping distribution maps accurate and up to date.

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer
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In early November we welcomed 3 cheetah to Pidwa who were in transit to Malawi. The siblings are part
of a very exciting programme by ‘African Parks’ and the ‘Endangered Wildlife Trust’ to re-introduce
cheetah back into Malawi for the first time in over a decade. In May 2017, the first 4 cheetah made the
journey to Liwonde National Park in Malawi. They have settled in perfectly with the females having
already had cubs. You can read further about the success by following this link
https://endangeredwildlifetrust.wordpress.com/2017/11/15/first-cheetah-cubs-born-in-Malawi-in-over-
two-decades/.

Cheetahs in transit

In the meantime, back at Pidwa, these 3 cheetah were donated to the programme by SanWild Wildlife
Sanctuary and are the next step of the re-introduction. Askari staff travelled to SanWild to assist with
their collection and the team were on hand back at the boma ready for off-loading.
The cats took a little while to settle but were checked on regularly by the team. We were able to monitor
their feeding behaviour by placement of one of our camera traps at the carcass.
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

By mid December, all paperwork and permits had been processed and it was time for the cheetah to
complete the next phase of their journey. The Askari team joined with the EWT and wildlife officials in
preparations for the cheetah to make their final leg to Malawi. All 3 cats were darted and placed into their
crates to travel to Johannesburg. In the early hours of the next morning they were in the air on their
chartered plane and on route to Liwonde National Park in Malawi.
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Cheetahs on route to Malawi 

The release into the boma in Malawi was a great success with all cats having travelled well and in good
health. It has been a great privilege to be a small part of this amazing EWT and African Parks partnership to
introduce cheetah back to Malawi and we hope for all the best for the cats. Photo credit below and above
right to the Endangered Wildlife Trust.

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Reserve Projects, Conservation & Sightings

Plenty of work was carried out against alien plant ‘Prickly pears’. We were really pleased to see
the success of our herbicide against a huge plant that we returned to just to finish off.

The clearing of old farming fence continued on Langa langa
with many more metres of barbed wire being removed. The
team assisted reserve management when called to a drying
up waterhole in buffalo camp. A male sable had got himself
stuck in the mud and had become weakened as he struggled
to escape. We first dragged him out the mud and provided
shade, food and water. Later that night we called in vet Dr Peter Rogers. He was treated with nutrients
and vitamins and given everything possible to give him a chance for survival. Sadly, by the end of the
next day he had succumbed to his exhaustion and died.

Woodland kingfishers and impala lambs…..there’s not much more you need to know that summer has
arrived in the bush.

Further summer colours
provided by a Flap-
necked chameleon and
Hand maiden moth.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’
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Other sightings for the month included lions of the Askari pride, cheetah brothers ‘Songo’ and ‘Sanana’,
this very lucky Caracal sighting in Pidwa south and brown hyaena just before this stunning sunset on the
plains.

Sightings continued……..

Finally we’d like to take 

this

chance to wish all our

volunteers, friends, 

families 

and supporters 

A very 

Merry 

Christmas

http://www.tripadvisor.com/

