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The month in view

Coming up………..

• Pangolin rescue
• Reserve projects
• Sightings & conservation
• Askari Halloween
• Game release
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Thank you to members of “Pango unchained” and “Boom in the bush” for their
work with us this month. Volunteers were from Belgium, England, France, The
Netherlands, Slovenia and Switzerland.

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

A Leopard before we even get started!

Being the most secretive and elusive of the
‘Big 5’….it can be a tough job to find every
volunteer a leopard. Sadly, even after 1 or
2 months with us, some people still leave
Askari having not seen this magnificent cat.
For our group arriving mid-October
however, it was a very different story. In
fact they didn’t even have to get onto the
reserve before they saw one! This beautiful
big tom was sitting on the fence line of our
neighbouring reserve as we returned from
the airport with a new group! He was very
relaxed and at 4.30 in the afternoon sat for
around 5 minutes before finally sloping off
into the bush.

Thank you to Patricia for this picture, the only person to
have a camera with them for town trip!

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Pangolin rescue
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This special creature is one of the
rarest in the bush to see. Many people can go a lifetime without a sighting of just one. During a morning
fence patrol, Issac found this little one tangled in the trip wire of an electric fence. He immediately called
for help and the team were soon there to remove it from danger. Upon placing it on the ground, we could
see the pangolin was having problems. It could not uncurl properly and seemed unable to use it’s back legs.
A phone call was made to our local vet who advised that paralysis had likely occurred and the pangolin
would require treatment to get on the move again.

The animal was taken
through to the surgery
where it received a
cortisone injection to
reduce swelling of the
nerves around the legs. It
was kept overnight for
observation but to feed
them in captivity is near
impossible.

Thankfully the next day, we received the call that recovery had gone well and the animal was moving better; 
we waited until dusk before releasing it back into the bush. With a little wobble, it made a good walk across 
the open ground before moving into long grass and out of sight. Sadly, along with electric fences, the biggest 
threat to pangolins is poaching. More pangolins are illegally trafficked than any other animal on the planet.

What an absolute
privilege to help
this one on it’s
way. For more
information visit
www.pangolin.or
g.za

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
http://www.pangolin.org.za/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Reserve work and projects

Seeding took place on Langa langa to repair damaged soils. Pick axes were used to turn (the very tough)
soil and then seed was sown. This is part of ongoing research on the best way to rehabilitate the area
following overgrazing by cattle. Comparisons will be made between hand seeded areas and those worked
on by our bush crunching, razorback machine.
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A DAY IN KRUGER The team made our monthly trip to the Kruger National Park to attend the Elephant
management lecture at Letaba camp. We enjoyed some great sightings along the way.

Tree protection was completed against elephant damage where
pre-placed rocks were moved, grass and vegetation cut back, and
rocks put back in place.

A number of sessions took place to
eradicate alien plants. Prickly pear was
the main plant targeted as a cactus
species originating in South America.
The plant is killed by a systemic
application of MSMA herbicide being
injected directly into the plant using a
syringe. It is a highly effective
technique with death resulting in less
than a week for the smaller plants, a
little longer for the monsters!

Boma preparation began in the
predator boma on Langa langa.
As the permitting process gets
underway for import of a new
female cheetah, we are starting
to prepare for her arrival.

Fence removal took place on
Eland loop with hundreds of
metres of old farming fence wire
being taken out. There were
posts and droppers still to be
collected on Pidwa east as well
which was completed this month.

Sleep out was in the Selati River
this month and we had an
elephant visitor to camp during
the night.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings

Lions seen this month were members of the Askari pride. At first, just the females with cubs but on
another occasion the whole pride at Lily pan. At this stage it looks like the 3 cubs are all young males.

Some beautiful birds this month (from left to right) included black-bellied bustard, yellow-billed stork and
Purple roller.
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http://www.tripadvisor.com/
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer
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Sightings continued………

Elephant sightings were of both bulls and herds. Cheetah brothers ‘Songo’ and ‘Sanana’ were also seen on
a couple of occasions, once during our nocturnal monitoring drive. Due to the grazing pressure on Langa
langa, the decision was made to remove a number of animals from that section of reserve. Zebra,
wildebeest and impala were captured using a helicopter and capture boma and released again on the
southern side of the Selati River in the open system.

In a tightly contested competition, a
Pangolin was the winner of this
year’s Halloween butternut
Pumpkin carving competition. Well
done Kilian 


