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The month in view

Coming up………..

• Rhino warrior race
• Conservation & Sightings
• Reserve projects
• Re-discovered pride
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Volunteers joining Askari this month formed “Kudu imagine a better 
team name”. Volunteers were from Canada, England, France, Israel, 
Singapore and the USA.  

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Co-existing hyaenas
This month, a large male giraffe was killed by the Askari pride creating a hype of activity in the area for
days. Once they’d had their fill, the lions moved off and the team was able to move in to place camera
traps. These are a great research tool, allowing us to monitor all the species utilising the carcass. In many
areas, it is stated that spotted and brown hyaenas can’t coexist due to the smaller browns being out-
competed. Our photos proved this not to be the case on Pidwa as this brown hyanea walked past the
carcass just minutes after some spotties. There are always some great inter-specific species captures on
the cameras too as seen here with the spotted hyaenas and white-backed vultures facing off at the
carcass.

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer
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Rock collection took place to use for protection
of a solar panel.

Reserve work & Projects

The Nyala breeding camps received their monthly clean out with both the feeding bays and water troughs
being treated. One of my favourite activities is fence removal and we had a successful session of that on
Langa langa this month. Old fence left over from farming doesn’t belong in our wilderness, it is a risk to
animals who can find themselves caught up in the wire. Using bolt cutter and pliers we removed hundreds
of metres of the wire from this area of the bush.

A reservoir on Langa langa was also cleaned
out and fence painting work continued to
protect the fences that protect our animals
against rust.
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Pride re-discovery
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We first came across an unknown pride at Mopane dam one day, sitting along the dam wall. Using our
identification kits we were able to recognise the older female as being “Mumu”. Askarians from many (7 or
8) years ago will recognise the name as back then she was strolling around with her son ‘Masana’. Well
now she’s with 3 other youngsters, none of them whom we had seen before. We had a couple more
sightings throughout the month and have been able to start identification kits for the sub-adults too.

Wild dogs
We had a lovely few sightings with the wild dog pack, this was the group of 7….3 adults and the 4 remaining
pups who are actually almost the same size as the adults now.

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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We came across the Askari pride early one morning where they had recently killed a big male kudu down in
the river. A little excitement ensued as it turned out they had used the fence to assist them and completely
flattened it in the process! Assistant Reserve Manager Andrew was called in and had to drag the carcass
(attached to his car!) away from the fence. This allowed for repairs while the pride feasted a little further
down the river.

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings

Other great sightings included those of elephants and
spotted hyaenas with continued monitoring of our female
cheetah in the boma as well.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

It was an amazing effort from the whole team this month at the “Rhino Warrior Challenge”. This is a
fundraising event held at the Pro-track anti-poaching unit training camp near Hoedspruit. We were put
through our paces on the obstacles and mud of the assault course, all to raise funds for rhino anti-
poaching efforts. After a practice run in the garden, we were ready to take on the world! Forming 3 teams,
we were “The Ostrich Runners”, “Fast Guepard” and “Rhinehart”. There was some awesome team work
on the day getting everyone over the obstacles and through the ditches. Great fun for a great cause, well
done all 

You can watch the video action from the race here https://youtu.be/0Lqv9kZG9dA
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Rhino Warrior challenge

http://www.tripadvisor.com/
https://youtu.be/0Lqv9kZG9dA

